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Before we start...

 Weiwei Cheng
Computer Science PhD student from Uni. Marburg
Check www.chengweiwei.com for info.

 This talk is NOT about my research, nor yours.

It is actually the opposite of our research.
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The information is reliable only if there is no SPAM!
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ask500people.com



“CAPTCHA”
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A program that can generate and
grade tests that:

 Most humans can pass

 Current computer programs cannot pass

CAPTCHA

Prof. Luis von Ahn
from CMU
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“Help! I’ve been waiting for 20 minutes, and nothing happens.”
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Roughly 200 million CAPTCHAs are typed every day 

10s of human time per CAPTCHA

That is: 500,000 hours every day!

Can we use this human 
effort for good?
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Digitizing Books

Scan

DE xi Ii ARIi.. 
COPBCtrAGE\, DeC. I l 1 QOn. 

Tlie royal palace at Frieclericheberg took fire last 
night. The li.ing himself directed the operations fns
extinguishing the lire. The whole structure 
,, ed.

OCR optical character recognition
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scaned book

word that OCR can´t read
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randomly distorted 
image of word
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Years 1851-1980 is completed in 11 months. 

400,000,000
(6% of the world’s population)
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 The concept of human-computation

 CAPTCHA fights with internet spam

 reCAPTCHA fights with spam & helps digitizing books

Take home message

Think differently!!
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